
 

American artist Frederick Abrams is fascinated by travel, and within that travel, the subway. He has 

visited dozens of underground trains around the world. He constantly recorded sounds (the underground 

music is truly extraordinary) and images. He later transformed this into video works, and now he has 

decided to go a step further. He decided to create a performance based on the collected materials, entitled 

"Underground Cathedral." And he is doing it in Poland, with Polish artists. 

 

This will be a multimedia presentation for audio tape, video tape, and chamber ensemble. Frederick 

Abrams' Wrocław performance is a world premiere. The Wrocław branch of Polish Television is a co-

producer of this project. 



 
 

Frederick Abrams' performance promises to be very interesting. This American composer and multi-

instrumentalist will present his original project, "The Cathedral," which he has been working on for 

several years. It will be a statement combining audio and visual elements. Long before this year's WRO, 
Frederick Abrams was assembling a band from Wrocław musicians to present his program. WRO 

organizers promise that Abrams' performance will be a true highlight of the festival. 



 



Something completely different from the presentation in "Awangarda", was the night concert-

performance by Frederick Abrams "The Underground Cathedral" at the Academy of Music. It combined 

film tapes from many underground railways around the world, metro music (whoever was there, saw and 

listened to it, knows what I mean) and live music performed by the Allegro Group Master (Aleksander 

Atamańczuk, Marek Atamańczuk, Roman Felczyński, Andrzej Górecki, Agata Szomańska, Lilianna 

Koman, Jacek Marcinów, Magdalena Zuk, Kamila Pietrzyk) produced a rather unusual effect. We 

encountered a visual and musical story about people, cities, cultures, differences, and the interpenetration 

of cultures. 

 

Underground cathedrals merged into one with "God's above-ground houses." Where is the closest to 

heaven? Where is our place? I think it's worth bringing Abrams back to Wrocław. It would also be 

worthwhile to find a different location for this presentation (to what we encountered during this year's 

WRO, add some media-oriented floor space, e.g., the interior of the White Stork Synagogue or the 

atmosphere of St. Martin's Church). 

 

 

Television also participated in other events at this year's WRO. Among other things, the Wrocław center 

was the location where the film used for Frederick Abrams' performance "The Underground Cathedral" 

was edited. This extraordinary show took place in one of the halls of the Wrocław Academy of Music. 

The visuals were accompanied by live music performed by the Allegro Group from the Academy. This 

artistic endeavor was also captured by TVP. 



 



 

 

The following day, Frederick Abrams combined video, music, and dance with a quasi-rock performance 

by a classical ensemble of students from the Academy of Music. However, the performance was not 

entirely polished and coherent, leaving an impression of general chaos, despite the fact that individual 

fragments were truly engaging. 

 

 


