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Ablation: The removal of a portion of the body or brain. 
 
Abulia: Loss of will power. 
 
Advanced Memory Systems: Semiconductor chip supplier that went out of  
business rather than pay expenses to retool for production of a custom- 
designed chip required by Amdahl Corporation during the Silicon Valley boom  
in the late 1970's. Amdahl's chairman stated that his company's purchases of the  
custom chip would have equaled AMS' entire sales. A Japanese firm took  
advantage of AMS' lack of long-range vision. 
 
Alamogordo: The first atomic bomb was detonated in the New Mexico desert  
near Alamogordo. A sheet of glass 2,400 feet (800 meter) in diameter  was  
formed from the sand by the bomb's intense heat.  
 
Alhambra: Literally “the red one’, is a 14th palace and fortress complex located in  
Granada, Andalusia, Spain. It is also a suburb of Los Angeles. 
 
Artrex: Device which produces random ultrasonic frequencies above human and  
animal hearing ranges, designed to repel undesirable rodents and insects within a 
given indoor environment. It does not kill but emits an intense sound pressure  
which creates disorientation, driving rats from the sewers and subways into the  
streets. 
 
Artsem: George Orwell's term from 1984, short for artificial insemination, which  
was the approved technique for having children within the totalitarian system. 
 
Atomic Cafe: Post WWII coffee shop in downtown Los Angeles which during 
the '80s became popular with the art and punk crowd.  
 
Auto Suggestion: Suggestion arising from oneself, especially in the hope of  
changing one's behavior. 
 
Back Space: Command on a typewriter keyboard. 
 
Balloon Route: See Hollywood Subway 
 
Borderline Conditions: "A personality structure bordering on a severe  
condition known as 'pathological narcissism.' Such individuals may very well  
appear to function well socially and display no seriously disturbed behavior.  
However, there is a curious contradiction between a very inflated self-concept  
and an inordinate need for tribute from others. For them, emotional life is  
shallow. They envy others tend to idealize some people from whom they expect  



narcissistic supplies and depreciate and treat with contempt those from whom  
they do not expect anything (often their former idols). In general, their  
relationships with other people are clearly exploitative and sometimes parasitic.  
Behind a surface which is often charming and engaging the same person may be  
cold and ruthless. What separates them from the borderline personality is their 
'pseudosublimatory potential,' meaning the capacity for active, constant work in  
some areas which permits them partially to fulfill their ambitions of greatness  
and of obtaining admiration from others. Narcissistic personalities are often  
leaders in industrial organizations or academic institutions; they may also be  
outstanding performers in some artistic domain. Careful observation, however,  
of their productivity over a long period of time will give evidence of  
superficiality and flightiness in their work of a lack of depth which eventually  
reveals the emptiness behind the glitter." - Otto F. Kerner, Borderline  
Conditions and Pathological Narcissism. 
 
Catastrophic Response: When stress becomes so great that an organism's 
normal repertoire of responses is not sufficient for demands that are placed  
upon it. (See Zone of Tolerance.) 
 
Circuit Grande Quatre: French for "grand slam home run," the highest  
scoring play in the game of baseball. 
 
City Rises: "The City Rises" (1910-1911), by futurist Umberto Boccioni,  
was his first painting through which he sought a "great synthesis of labor,  
light and movement." In their manifesto, the futurists proclaimed  
themselves "Lords of Light." 
 
Classic Confrontations: A terms used in sports to describe legendary match  
ups between two teams. (See Ebbets Field.) 
 
Clavesin Oculaire: Father Louis Bertrand Castel, a Jesuit philosopher and  
mathematician, demonstrated the world's first "color organ" (Clavisen Oculaire)  
in Paris, December 21, 1734, in what is known as the birth of "luminism."  
Castel wrote: "A clavesin...is a series of stretched chords which conform in their  
length and their thickness to certain harmonic proportions which...by moving the  
fingers as in an ordinary piano...make the color combinations which correspond  
precisely to those of music." Castel's harpsichord keyboard was connected to a  
set of transparent colored tapes, which were illuminated by candlelight. (See  
Light Cathedral and Tejas.) 
 
Condition Red: Activation of the "Doomsday Device" in Stanley Kubrick's  
film, "Dr. Strangeglove." (See Doomsday Device.) 
 
Convertible Debentures: Debt securities which are unsecured but may be 
exchanged for stock. 
 
Crime Passionnel: A crime of passion that touches a sympathetic chord which 
vibrates within us all, i.e.: a lover who murders from jealousy, as opposed to a 
violent crime for gain, which evokes no such comparable response. 
 
Da Capo: (Italian: "from the head.") An instruction, commonly abbreviated  



D. C., placed at the end of the second or other later section of a musical piece  
or movement, indicating that there is to be a recapitulation of the whole or part  
of the first section. Also the title of the second album by the '60s L. A. based  
popular music group "Love." 
 
Diamond Lane: a special lane on a street or highway that is reserved for specific  
types of  traffic. This became a failed experiment of California freeway system  
during the late '70s, however, as traffic congestion continued to escalate, it was  
later revived. 
 
Disco Stewardesses: Porn film title seen on a cinema marquee across the street   
on South Broadway in downtown, L.A., during completion of  Les routes de la  
Grande Odalisque (The Large Brain). The same cinema had once been famous  
for presenting Hollywood classics.  
 
Divestitures: In antitrust laws, the order of a court to a defendant to divest  
itself of property, securities or other assets. 
 
Doomsday Device: In Stanley Kubrick's film, "Dr. Strangelove," a secret  
Russian mechanism designed to destroy the world, which once activated could  
not be reversed. (See Natural Fluids.) 
 
Ebbets Field: Former home of the Brooklyn Dodgers baseball team, which  
has long since been demolished. The last "Subway Series" between the Dodgers  
and the N. Y. Yankees was held in 1956 prior to the Dodgers' move to Los  
Angeles in 1958.  
 
Edsel: Son of Henry Ford. When Ford decided to build a car which contained  
the most popular features from all automobiles available up to that time, the  
assumption was that such a vehicle would be a runaway success and so Henry  
Ford named as a tribute to his son. The car was a dismal failure and in later  
years, Ford treated his son as a failure, at least within the corporate structure. 
 
Electric Flag: Name of the late '60s rock group, considered the "All American  
Band," with a big band sound, born in the San Francisco music scene and led  
by the late guitarist Michael Bloomfield. 
 
El Norteno: Mexican restaurant in downtown L. A. where many meals were  
eaten during completion of Les routes de la Grande Odalisque (The Large  
Brain). 
 
Epanouissement: French word for which there is no direct English equivalent, 
meaning blossoming or brightening up (of a face). 
 
Folie a deux: Idiomatic psychological term adapted to English terminology  
which has two related meanings: one, the presence of the same or similar  
delusions in the minds of two persons closely associated with one another, two,  
one's identification with the illness of another to the point of becoming equally  
ill.  
 
Fugue States: Hysterical amnesia, or a suddenly occurring loss of memory not  



attributed to physical trauma. This usually involves a flight from any form of  
threat. Problems are solved by escaping them via the complete erasure of one’s 
identity. 
 
Heterodontosaurus: Term reserved for the dictionary following the 
extinction of the human species. 
 
Hollywood Subway: Built by Pacific Electric, the mile-long double track 
from Beverly and Glendale Boulevards into the basement of the Subway 
Terminal Building at 417 South Hill Street in downtown L. A. first began 
operation on December 1, 1925. Plans were completed for construction of the  
tunnel and terminal on February 11, 1924. The original plan was for a four  
track system west to Vermont Avenue, branching to Vineyard, Hollywood,  
Beverly Hills and elsewhere. However, its fate was to become connected with  
above-ground commuter trains known as the “Big Red Cars,” with maximum  
operation during WWII, when 65,000 passengers entered and left the Subway  
Terminal daily. (See Red Car.) Five rail lines used it then: the Glendale- 
Burbank Line, Santa Monica Boulevard-West Hollywood Line, Van Nuys Line,  
Hollywood Line and Venice Short Line. There was also a line known as the  
“Balloon Route,” a luxurious sightseeing rail excursion from downtown to the  
ocean and back. With the eventual demise of the Red Car came the end of the  
underground system. The subway ceased operation in 1955 and the last “Red  
Car” ran in 1961. The first physical destruction of the subway tunnel took  
place in 1967 when a portion was filled in for construction on Bunker Hill.  
The tunnel was declared unsafe and lacking steel reinforcement, contradicting  
studies of the U. S. Army and state engineers, who determined that it was so  
strong that the Harbor Freeway, a defense system highway, was built directly  
over the tunnel, requiring no bridge structures. Demolition showed that a great  
deal of steel reinforcement had in fact been incorporated into the tunnel design  
and construction. 
 
Joint Ventures: An association of persons who jointly undertake some  
commercial enterprise. Requires a community of interest in the performance 
of the enterprise, an equal right to direct and govern policy and a sharing of 
resulting profits and losses. 
 
Last Chance Mission: Small chapel in a shack in Venice, California. 
 
Lead Came: Strips of lead used between pieces of stained glass to hold them 
together as a window. The are cast or extruded in the shape of small I-beams 
varying in size from 1/8” to 1” (2.5 mm to 2 cm) or more. When seen in cross- 
section, normal lead came looks like an “H,” though some lead came is shaped 
like a “U” for wrapping around the outside edges of leaded glass panels. 
 
Light Cathedral: In 1938, Nazi architect Albert Speer created a monumental 
impermanent light environment for the Nazi Party Day in Nuremberg. The  
“Light Cathedral” was created by lighting the sky with over 50 high-powered 
searchlights as an experiment in making architecture with light. The refraction 
of light from the searchlights circulated through the clouds and merged fifteen 
kilometers up in the sky. 
 



Luminous Toxin: From the 1950 film “D. O. A.” starring Edmond O’Brian  
as Frank Bigelow, a respectable auditor who is the innocent victim of a deadly  
poisoning. Bigelow unknowingly swallows a substance, “Luminous Toxin,”  
which glows in the dark. Informed by doctors that he has approximately one  
week to live, Bigelow sets out to discover who has poisoned him and why, 
before he succumbs. 
 
Madman Theory: The Nixon Administration shipped an enormous new  
armory to Saigon after the signing of the Paris Peace Treaty, making the South 
Vietnamese Air Force the fourth largest in the world. Giving the project the 
secret code name “Operation Enhance,” Nixon then proceeded to, in Alexander 
Haig’s words, “brutalize” the north (Hanoi and Haiphong) to ensure “peace  
with honor” y demonstrating “presidential irrationality.” Nixon wanted the  
Russians and Chinese to think that they were dealing with a madman. This  
became known as the “Madman Theory of War.” 
 
Magnetic Bubble: Stores data on a memory chip in telecommunication and 
information management systems. It has the capacity to store the equivalent of 
6,000 pages from novels in an area the size of a postage stamp. (This was  
considered breathtaking at the time of beginning this glossary’s compilation 
in 1980.) 
 
Mar Rel: Short for “Margin Release” on a typewriter keyboard. 
 
Master Mind: Concept by Napoleon Hill meaning a “blending (of) individual 
minds” Hill wrote in his voluminous The Law of Success, just prior to the 
Great Depression, “Each mind through the principle of mind chemistry,  
stimulates all the other minds in the group until the mind energy thus becomes 
so great that it penetrates to and connects with the universal energy known as  
ether, which in turn touches every atom of the entire universe.” This idea is not 
too far removed from both current practices and religions of positive thinking 
rooted in pursuit of “The American Dream” and current theories in quantum 
physics. However, physicist Fritjof Capra recently commented in his book The 
Turning Point concerning the powers of the human mind and potential  
resulting consequences: “human consciousness plays a crucial role in the  
process of observation and in atomic physics determines to a large extent the 
properties of the observed phenomena…The patterns scientists observe in  
nature are intimately connected with the patterns of their minds; with their 
concepts, thoughts and values. Thus the scientific results they obtain and the 
technological applications they investigate will be conditioned by their frame 
of mind…Scientists, therefore, are responsible for their research not only  
intellectually but also morally. This responsibility has become an important  
issue in many of today’s sciences, but especially so in physics, in which the  
results of quantum mechanics and relativity theory have opened up two very  
different paths for physicists to pursue. They may lead us—to put it in extreme  
terms—to Buddha or to the Bomb, and it is up to each of us to decide which  
path to take.” 
 
Mercator Projection: Absorption of one constituent corporation by another 
surviving corporation whereupon the absorbed corporation ceases to exist as a 
distinct legal entity. American history has shown cyclical trends towards the 



merging of corporations. It has been noted by some economists that mergers 
tend to be successful when the services and products of the merging entities 
are closely related, and that they are generally unsuccessful when the opposite 
is true. In the United States, numerous recent instances show that the latest 
trend towards merger-mania indicates a period of temporary economic amnesia 
among many corporate and government leaders, who merged into a powerful 
contemporary form of church and state (see Fugue States). As economist  
Walter Adams, former president of Michigan State University, stated, “Mergers  
do not create badly needed investment in modern facilities to re-industrialize  
America. These mergers represent a rearrangement of deck chairs on the  
Titanic.”  
 
Mogi Doughnut: Named for Professor Kiyoo Mogi of Tokyo University, who 
first identified a pattern of seismicity defined as a roughly circular band of  
high seismic activity surrounding a zone of low activity. The inactive zone is  
often the site of a subsequent major earthquake. According to a Caltech  
scientist’s prediction in late 1981 based on this theory, Southern California 
should have experienced a major shock at some point during the following 
year. While that didn’t happen, such patterns were noted during the 20 to 25 
years leading up to the great San Francisco earthquake of 1906 and before the 
7.7 Kern County quake of 1952. Scientists have found that all earthquakes in 
this century measuring over 7 on the Richter scale were preceded by quakes 
within the 5 to 6 range.  
 
Multivibrator: Generic term normally given to an important class of dynamic 
nonlinear networks found in virtually every modern electronic system of  
moderate complexity. 
 
Muru Attack: An early New Zealand Maori term meaning to plunder the 
property of those who have transgressed in a community. Any deviation from 
the daily norm, any expression of individuality, even by accident, would lead to 
Muru Attack. 
 
Natural Fluids: From Stanley Kubrick’s film, Dr. Strangelove, Or: How I  
Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb.” Strategic Air Command 
General Jack D. Ripper (Sterling Hayden) a right-wing fanatic, sends a squadron 
of nuclear bombs to attack the U. S. S. R.  Ripper is paranoid that the Russians are 
planning to pollute the world’s drinking water with flouride to “sap and  
impurify”all our precious bodily fluids,” which will affect everyone but the 
Soviets, because they drink vodka. 
 
Nazar Lagna: An Urdu term of Arabic origin (a language of the  
Mohammedans) who lived among the Hindus as a minority from 100 A. D.  
to the partition of India) meaning “fear of the evil envious eye.” This was  
manifested in the use of the veil and the method of building houses facing 
inwards. The very problem which the term implies led to its co-option with 
fear of success, because the innovator, if unsuccessful, faces mockery and 
ridicule by taking risks for which the majority had neither the courage nor the 
drive, and is threatened by the silent danger of Nazar Lagna if successful (See 
Zavist). 
 



No Scratches: When all scheduled horses run in a horse race. 
 
Nostalgia Infinite: Short for “Nostalgia of the Infinite,” painted from  
1913-14 by De Chirico, contrasting bright light and dark shadows in surreal 
vast, empty settings. 
 
NOX: Nitrogen Oxides, which are formed in the pressurized, high temperature 
environment of the internal combustion engine. They are also formed as a result  
of nuclear bomb testing. It has been found that NOX changes into nitrates, 
which may be transformed into cancer-causing nitrosamines in the stomach.  
NOX has also been linked with emotional disturbances and irregular backbone 
development.  
 
Nuee Ardente: “Glowing Cloud,” probably the most fearsome of volcanic 
eruptions, such as the Mount Pelee explosion of 1902 on the island of  
Martinique, a French colony located in the Caribbean. Of 28,000 citizens in 
the town of St. Pierre, about 6 kilometers from the mountain, only two  
survived. Having the force of a nuclear bomb, the turbulent mass of superheated 
gas, incandescent ash and pulverized lava fragments traveled at about 33 meters 
(110 feet) per second, devastating 114 square kilometers (75 miles). Death  
came so quickly from the fiery cloud that the inhabitants showed no signs of 
physical injury; no burns, bruises or blood. The heat passed over them so  
rapidly that their clothing never ignited; however, glassware partially melted 
(glass generally begins to melt at about 1200 degrees F). There had been a  
warning prior to the incident but local authorities, who wanted the citizenry to  
stay put for an upcoming local election on May 10, appointed a scientific 
commission, which gave assurances that the danger was small. The volcano 
erupted on May 8. 
 
Odalisque: A popular subject of 19th century painting was  the harem girl, 
known as an “Odalisque.” Jean-Auguste-Dominique-Ingres in “La grande 
odalisque,” depicting the harem girl in an aura of luxury, broke from his own 
strict teachings of perfection as the head of the French Academy by elongating 
her back, which thus appeared to contain extra vertebrae. Matisse and Rouault 
also painted odalisques, using them as symbols of the decay of Western society. 
The latter originally apprenticed to a stained glass studio and his paintings were 
very reminiscent of portraiture in medieval stained glass. 
 
Oneida: A nineteenth century American utopian society, which later became a 
large commercial manufacturer of silverware. 
 
Paper Entrepreneurs: Term coined by Robert Reich, former director of the 
Office of Policy Planning at the Federal Trade Commission. “…trained by law, 
finance, accountancy—(they) manipulate complex systems of rules and  
numbers. They innovate by using the system in novel ways: establishing joint 
ventures, consortiums, holding companies, mutual funds; finding companies to 
acquire, ‘white knights’ to be acquired by, commodity futures to invest in, tax 
shelters to hide in; engaging in proxy fights, tender splits, spinoffs,  
divestitures; buying and selling notes, bonds, convertible debentures, sinking 
fund debentures; obtaining government subsidies, loan guarantees, tax breaks, 
contracts, licenses, quotas, price supports, bail-outs; going private, going 



public, going bankrupt…Out of every 10,000 citizens in the United States,  
twenty are lawyers and forty are accountants…Paper entrepreneurialism 
promises the best financial rewards, the greatest employment security, and the 
highest social status in our economy. As a result, the ‘brain drain’ from  
product entrepreneurialism—from genuine innovation in production, marketing, 
distribution and sales—to paper continues unabated. (See words in bold print 
elsewhere in glossary). 
 
Parafovea: The “fovea” is a small, specialized section of the retina that 
scrutinizes words for meaning and sends signals directly to the consciousness 
“thinking” part of the brain. It is a tiny hollow in the center of the retina that is 
packed with light-sensitive cones enabling it to take in the meaning of words 
The “parafovea” is connected to more primitive sections of the brain that govern 
reflex and instinct. It scans words before the fovea gets to them and relays to the 
brain a sense of their complexity. It also senses shapes. 
 
Pariah States: States denied legitimacy by international organizations, while 
simultaneously being under military threat from neighboring countries. The 
existence of this phenomenon since 1945 is at the core of nuclear proliferation 
and the resultant threat due to the emergence of these “hot spots.” 
 
Peace Via Chemistry: (Peace Through Chemistry) Title of Andy Wilf’s last 
painting prior to his death from an apparent drug overdose. Wilf had rented  
the same artist loft in the Victor Clothing Building in downtown L. A,. where  
Les routes de La Grande Odalisque (The Large Brain) was later completed  
and first unveiled in December 1981. 
 
Peters Projection: “In the fascinating area where mental maps, radical 
geography and propaganda maps converge, one of the most interesting 
developments has been the creation of ‘Peters Projection.’ It could well be 
said that the Peters Projection is the cartographic representation of that 
famed and gloomy (from the Western viewpoint) book by Oswald Spengler, 
The Decline of the West, blended with strong doses of radical geography. 
The implicit message of the ‘Peters Projection’ is that familiar maps of the 
world, using traditional projections (mainly Mercator) have been—consciously 
or unconsciously—adjuncts of colonial exploitation of underdeveloped 
countries giving them an exaggerated view of the power and dominance of 
Western powers, coupled with a diminutive view of their own territories. The 
West and its colonial policies—the implicit message goes on—is dead, finished. 
It must now retreat to its true, small geographical area and recognize the 
emergence and importance of Third World countries—located mainly along 
the equatorial and tropical belts of the earth—in their true geographical  
importance in terms of area, population and natural resources. It is interesting 
to note that this projection was not developed by cartographers from Third 
World countries, but by a radical German historian, Dr. Arno Peters, who 
has disdainfully branded the Mercator Projection as a ‘relic from colonial 
times.’” –Carlos Hagen, director of the Map Library of The University of 
California at Los Angeles 
 
POE: From “Dr. Strangeglove” stands for “Purity of Essence,” Dr. Jack D. 
Riper’s term for a system of “Natural Fluids.” (See Natural Fluids.) 



 
POP: (Pacific Ocean Park) CS and the Hollywood Turf Club got together 
to create a rival to Disneyland out of an old amusement pier in the Ocean 
Park area of Santa Monica. It was designed in sea-green and white art 
moderne with an arched entryway simulating waves bubbles floating in the  
air and walkways that ebbed and flowed like tides. Inside were the usual 
amusement park rides with nautical themes such as The Ocean Sky Ride 
Tramway, Sea Serpent Roller Coaster, Banana Boat Ride and Mystic Isle 
Scary Ride. The park opened in 1958 and was bankrupt by 1967. The same 
old thing with a new facade could not compete with the grandiose Disney 
empire. Rides were auctioned off while the pier sat and rotted as it became 
ravaged by fires until its demolition in 1975. 
 
Proliferation Chain: The evolutionary chain of nations which have access 
to nuclear weapons. 
 
Psychosclerosis: Hardening of the mind. 
 
Receptive Aphasia: The inability to comprehend either written or spoke 
language due to injury to the cerebral cortex, usually in the “dominant 
hemisphere.” The chief symptom of aphasia is the reduced ability to deal 
with symbols. 
 
Red Car: The “Big Red Cars,” as they were affectionately called, was the 
popular nickname of the trolley system operated by over 50 years under 
smogless skies and was considered both the largest and most efficient 
commuter railway system in the world. The first lines began operation in 
1895 and the last closed in 1961. The great metropolis was shaped by the 
railway system. Wherever tracks were laid, villages grew. At peak operation 
in the mid 1920’s, there were 1,164 miles of tracks and 6,000 scheduled 
cars daily. From that point, tremendous population growth strangled the  
lines when private rights-of-way, once free for high speed operation, were 
cut up by grade crossings at frequent intervals. One by one, the rail lines 
converted to motorcar operation. Though the trains were too slow and many 
of the tracks’ curves much too sharp for the necessities of modern commuter 
train speeds, the system could have been modernized by using its precious 
rights-of-way for an efficient commuter system. Necessary improvements 
might have been accomplished in 1950 for a mere $20 million. By 1970, with 
many of the tracks gone, the cost would have increased to nearly $2 billion. 
The end result was a mostly inefficient bus system and frantic development of 
freeways, which were jammed as soon as they were constructed. Finally, by 
1990 a new light rail and metro system opened which today serves but a 
fraction of the area once covered by the original Red Car system. Most of 
the rights-of-way land remains, in some cases unused, in others popular 
places for joggers or serve as car parking lots. (See Hollywood Subway.) 
 
Red Tower: Painting by Robert Delaunay of the Eiffel Tower, colored in  
red and broken into more or less cubist forms. 
 
Red Vine: Edvard Munch’s painting of a bloody house from which a  
terrified figure flees. 



 
Remote Sensing Circuit: Used to acquire statistics on crops in developing 
countries and to locate petroleum and mineral deposits. It has the potential 
for forest monitoring and subsurface water location. Problems related to 
Third World use of technology include sensitivity about dissemination of 
data with high spatial resolution, exploitation by multinational companies, 
capacity in these countries for absorption of advanced technology, their 
autonomy in acquiring resource information and competing foreign policy 
interests of the industrialized world in global search of raw materials. 
 
Saint-Lazare: “Gare Saint-Lazare”  Both a train station and metro stop in 
Paris, it is also the subject and title of a painting by Claude Monet. 
 
Sihanoukville: Named after Prince Sihanouk of Cambodia, who was 
brought into power by the French in 1941 at a time when they feared  
growing nationalism and anti-French anti-colonial sentiment. Sihanouk 
then 19 seemed pliable and was crowned King, but in 1953 gained  
Cambodia’s independence from France. 
 
Sinking Fund Debentures: Sinking funds are assets, and the  
earnings therefrom, that are earmarked for the retirement of bonds 
or other long-term securities. A sinking fund debenture is an 
unsecured debt security for the purpose of creating or financing a 
sinking fund.  
 
Silicon Cell: Transforms light into electrical energy. While electricity 
normally requires metal as its carrier, light can travel on fiberglass or 
crystal. Silicon exists in the earth virtually without limit.  
 
Solar Plexus: The celiac plexus, is a complex network of nerves located in  
the abdomen. It is often popularly referred to as the solar plexus generally  
in the context of a blow to the stomach. This can cause the diaphragm to spasm,  
resulting in difficulty in breathing—a sensation commonly known as “getting 
the wind knocked out of you”. 
 
Sold Incident: California transportation Department jargon for a freeway 
traffic jam. 
 
Song Circuit: The brain wiring in the male canaries that allows them to sing. 
Because of the development of these circuits depends on the presence of 
testosterone, female canaries are unable to sing.  
 
Sucker Rod: Part of the system used to pump oil from a well. 
 
Suehiro: Japanese café in downtown Los Angeles. 
 
Tejas: The fusion of sound, speech and light; a phenomenon called “color- 
hearing.” The perception of the tonal quality of colors and the chromatic 
quality of musical tones. (See Clevessin Oculaire.) 
 
Tender Splits: Division of outstanding shares into a greater number of 



shares in order to lower the market price of each share.  
 
Titanic: See Mergers. 
 
Universal Joint: A coupling between rotating shafts that permits them to 
move in any direction. 
 
Vane Operation: Type of hydraulic pump. 
 
Venture capital: The supply of funds and resources for a business  
speculation. 
 
White Paper: A policy paper of Ronald Reagan’s administration  
justifying U.S. aid to El Salvador, which was discredited by the press for 
lies about Soviet involvement in the country’s revolution. 
 
Zavist (Envy): Russian short n ovel written after the October Revolution 
of 1927 by Yuri Karlovich, which reveals the whole spectrum of envy 
and the problem it has created in Soviet society. The novel illustrates 
the existence of envy in all human societies whether or not they attempted 
egalitarian utopias.  
 
Zone of Tolerance: The limits within which a person normally operates in 
all aspects of life. (See Catastrophic Response.) 
 
 
TERMS NOT INCLUDED IN GLOSSARY 
 
Names of race horses (chrome and grey letters except where noted): 
 
Always on Top 
Amazing Pleasure 
Break Out the Wine (graffiti) 
Closing Trends 
Count Your Cards 
Depend On It 
Digital 
Dine Alone 
Diplomatic Trust 
Distant Heart 
Early Tomatoes 
Es la hora 
Fantastic Future 
First Crush 
Glamorous Legs 
Good Property 
Hail to Albert (graffiti) 
I Love Company 
Ineffable 
Just Looking 
Keep Searching 



Mighty Fishy (graffiti) 
No Bet 
Old River Rd. 
Past Forgetting 
Pleasing Thought 
Rabbits Foot 
San Andreas 
Scoring Drive 
See My Agent 
Spectacular Bid 
Stop Dancing 
Tijuana Cadillac 
Time to Explode 
Time Warp 
Wise Investment 
Worry No More 
3 Day Notice  
 
Personalized License Plates (gold letters): 
 
DITTYWA 
DREAD 
FACELFT 
HAFTIME 
LHOOQLA 
NUCLEAR 
OBELIA 
PRPLHAZ 
RRROSE 
SYNAPS 
TEJAS 
TIMELES 
TIMEOFF 
TIMEOUT 
3M TA3 
7AND7IS 
99ROSES 
 
Others: 
 
Alternative Space 
Artificial Arm 
Bottom Line 
Descending 
Disarmament 
Disconnect Notice 
Dream Stagnation 
Enlightenment Forthcoming 
Fire Hose 
Gloria Too 
Initial Risks 



Integrated Circuit 
Memory Chip 
Milky Way 
Miscellaneous 
Ocean Park No. 3921884 
Ultrasonic Resistor 
Short Circuit 
Solar Cell 
Solid State 
Soul Cell 
State Hospital 
Statements Window 
St. Eden 
St . Nixon 
Tax  Shelter 
Triple Bypass 
Twilight Zone 
Under Re Construction 
Unleaded Fuel Only 
Washington Monument 
Zero Time 
Zion Train 


